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STATUTES AND RESOLVES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
LEGISLATURE OF 1850, RELATING TO EDUCATION. 


In conformity with the Plan of this Journal, we now insert 
all the Laws and Resolves of the late Legislature on the sub- 
ject of Education, that the Journal may contain, as it has 
always done, a complete history of the Common Schools,—all 
the Public Documents, Reports, Laws, &c., from the begin-- 
ning, being contained in these volumes, and in no other 
work. 





Scuoot ComMITTEEs. 


1. Additional Returns. 


In addition to the returns required of school committees, 
by the twenty-third chapter of the Revised Statutes, such com- 
mittees shall hereafter be required to state the sum or sums of 
money received from the school fund, by their several towns 
and cities respectively ; and also to specify the purposes to 
which such sums may have been appropriated. [ Approved, 
April 9, 1850. 


2. Teachers’ Certificates. 


The duplicate certificate of the school committee of the 
qualifications of teachers, required, by the fourteenth section 
of the twenty-third chapter of the Revised Statutes, to be fur- 
nished to the treasurer, shall hereafter be deposited with the 
selectmen of the several towns of the Commonwealth. [Ap- 
proved, March 23, 1850. 
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3. Physiology and the Laws of Health to be taught. 

Section 1. Physiology and hygiene shall hereafter be 
taught in all the public schools of this Commonwealth, in all 
cases in which the school committee shall deem it expedient. 

Section 2. All school teachers shall hereafter be examined 
in their knowledge of the elementary principles of physiology 
and hygiene, and their ability to give instructions in the same. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect on and after the first 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred fifty-one. [ Ap- 
proved, April 24, 1850. 





Towns. 


4. Substitutes for High Schools. 

Section 1. Towns coming within the requirements of the 
fifth section of the twenty-third chapter of the Revised Stat- 
utes, but of less than eight thousand inhabitants by the next 
preceding decennial census, may be exempt from said require- 
ments: provided, that they maintain, in each year, two or 
more schools, in such districts as the school committee shall 
approve, for terms of time that shall, ee be equivalent 
to twelve months, and for the benefit of all the inhabitants, 
kept by masters who, in addition to the branches of instruc- 
tion enumerated in the first section of said chapter, shall be 
competent to give instruction in the history of the United 
States, book-keeping, surveying, geometry, and algebra, and 
also, in towns, containing four thousand inhabitants, in the 
Latin and Greek languages, general history, rhetoric, and 
logic: provided, also, that no one of said schools shall be kept 
for a less term than three months. [Approved, May 3, 1850. 





5. Compulsory Attendance of Truants, &c. 

Section 1. Each of the several cities and towns, in this 
Commonwealth, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
make all needful provisions and arrangements concerning 
habitual truants, and children not attending school, without 
any regular and lawful occupation, growing up in ignorance, 
between the ages of six and fifteen years; and, also, all such 
ordinances and by-laws respecting such children, as shall 
be deemed most conducive to their welfare, and the good 
order of such city or town; and there shall be annexed to 
such ordinances, suitable penalties, not exceeding, for any 
one breach, a fine of twenty dollars: provided, that said ordi- 
nances and by-laws shall be approved by the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the county, and shall not be repugnant to the 
laws of the Commonwealth. 
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Section 2. The several cities and towns, availing them- 
selves of the provisions of this act, shall appoint, at the annual 
meetings of said towns, or annually by the mayor and alder- 
men of said cities, three or more persons, who alone shall be 
authorized to make the complaints, in every case of violation 
of said ordinances or by-laws, to the justice of the peace, or 
other judicial officer, who, by said ordinances, shall have ju- 
risdiction in the matter, which persons, thus appointed, shall 
alone have authority to carry into execution the judgments of 
said justices of the peace, or other judicial officer. 

Section 3. The said justices of the peace, or other judicial 
officers, shall, in all cases, at their discretion, in place of the 
fine aforesaid, be authorized to order children, proved before 
them to be growing up in truancy, and without the benefit of 
the education provided for them by law, to be placed, for such 
periods of time as they may judge expedient, in such institu- 
tion of instruction, or house of reformation, or other suitable 
situation, as may be assigned or provided for the purpose, 
under the authority conveyed by the first section of this act, 
in each city or town availing itself of the powers herein 
granted. [ Approved, May 3, 1850. 





6. Providing for School Houses when Districts are discon- 
tinued. 


Section 1. Any town of this Commonwealth, that has been 
divided into school districts, the inhabitants of which may 
think it expedient to abolish said districts, shall be authorized 
to take possession of the district school houses in the follow- 
ing manner :—an appraisement shall be made, by the direction 
of the town, of the value of the school houses; a tax shall 
then be levied sufficient for the erection of new schoo] houses 
in all the districts: and to each district shall be remitted a 
proportion of the tax equal to the value of its house. 

Section 2. Any town that has been divided into school 
districts, the inhabitants of which shall desire so far to alter 
their district system as to provide for the erection of school 
houses in all the districts, at the common expense of the town, 
shall be authorized to proceed in the manner provided in the 
preceding section. [Approved, May 3, 1850. 





Scuoot Districts. 
7. Method of warning School District Meetings. 

Section 1. Notwithstanding any school district may have, 
at any regular meeting having an article in the warrant for 
that purpose, prescribed the mode of warning all future meet- 
ings of the district, and directed by whom, or in what manner 
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such meetings shall be called, or made either of such regula- 
tions, it shall nevertheless be lawful that all school district 
meetings be hereafter called and warned in the manner pre- 
scribed by the forty-sixth and forty-seventh sections of the 
twenty-third chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 


passage. [Approved, April 17,1850. 





8. Taxation on Factory Property in Districts. 

Section 1. In raising and assessing money in the several 
school districts, all real estate and machinery, belonging to 
any manufacturing establishment, whether incorporated or 
not, shall be taxed in the school districts where the same are 
situated. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved, May 3, 1850. 





Boarp or EpvucaTIoNn. 


9. Distribution of Educational Documents. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Board of Education to send the blank forms of inquiry, the 
school registers, the abstract of school returns, and the annual 
report of the board of education, and that of its secretary, to 
the clerks of the several towns and cities of the Common- 
wealth, as soon as may be after they are ready for distribu- 
tion. 

Section 2. The first section of the act to which this is in 
addition, approved by the governor, March 30, 1849, is hereby 
repealed. [| Approved, February 25, 1850. 





10. The Board to receive and hold certain Property for the 
Commonwealth. 


Section 1. The Board of Education, for the time being, 
shall have power to take and hold, to them and their succes- 
sors, in trust for the Commonwealth, any grant or devise of 
lands, and any donation or bequest of money, or other perso- 
nal property, which has been, or may hereafter be, made to 
them for educational purposes; and shall forthwith pay over 
to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, for safe-keeping and 
investment, all moneys and other personal property so re- 
ceived ; and the said treasurer shall, from time to time, receive 
from said board all such sums of money, and other personal 
property, and invest all moneys in the name of the Common- 
wealth, and shall pay to said board, on the warrant of the 
governor, the income or principal thereof, as they shall, from 
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time to time, require ; and for the faithful management of all 
such property, so received by the treasurer, he shall be respon- 
sible, upon his bond, to the Commonwealth, as for other 
funds received by him in his official capacity ; provided, that 
nothing in this act contained shall authorize any disposition 
of any devise, donation or bequest, inconsistent with the con- 
ditions or terms thereof. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from the date of its 
passage. [Approved, March 18, 1850. 





11. Appointment of Agents or School Missionaries. 


Resolved, That the Board of Education be and they are 
hereby authorized to appoint two or more suitable agents, to 
visit the town and school districts in such parts of the Com- 
monwealth as may seem expedient to the board, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the condition of the schools, lecturing 
upon subjects connected with education, and, in general, of 
giving and receiving information, in the same manner as the 
secretary of the board would do if he were present ; and that, 
to defray the expense of the same, his excellency the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the council, is authorized to 
draw his warrant for a sum not exceeding two thousand dol- 
lars, to be charged upon the income of the school fund. [ Ap- 
proved, March 6, 1850. / 





12. Increasing the Appropriation for Teachers’ Institutes. 


Resolved, That to meet the expenses of Teachers’ Insti- 
tutes, formed and held under the provisions of the ninety- 
ninth chapter of the statutes of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-six, and the acts in addition thereto, the 
governor is hereby authorized annually to draw his warrant 
upon the treasurer for a sum not exceeding five hundred dol- 
lars, in addition to the sum authorized by the act aforesaid, to 
be taken from the school fund, according to the provisions of 
the two hundred and nineteenth chapter of the statutes of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and to remain 
in the treasury, subject to the drafts of the Board of Educa- 
tion or their Secretary for the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That this resolve shall take effect from and after 
its passage. [Approved, April 9, 1850. 

Additional Resolve. Resolved, That the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, appropriated by the Resolve of — 9, 1850, in 
addition to the amount granted by the act of 1846, for the 
expenses of Teachers’ Institutes, shall be paid in order to ena- 
ble the Secretary of the Board of Education to expend for 
each Institute, including that at Plymouth now in session, a 
sum not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars. 
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Resolved, that this resolve shall take effect from and after 
its passage. [Approved, April 16, 1850. 





13. Giving a Reference Dictionary lo each School. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board of Education 
be, and hereby is, authorized to furnish each district and 
other public school in the Commonwealth, except primary 
schools, a copy of Noah Webster’s Unabridged Quarto Dic- 
tionary, or Joseph E. Worcester’s Octavo Dictionary, at the 
option of the school committee of each town, and that the 
expense thereof be paid out of the school fund: provided, that 
the said Webster’s Dictionary may be obtained at a cost not 
exceeding four dollars, and said Worcester’s Dictionary, at a 
cost of not more than two dollars. 

Resolved, That the school committee of each town in the 
Commonwealth be, and hereby is, authorized to obtain from 
the Secretary of the Board of Education, one copy of either 
of the above named dictionaries, at the option of said com- 
mittee, and cause the same to be placed in each of the schools 
aforesaid, in their respective towns: provided, however, that 
no school shall be entitled to either of said dictionaries which 
shall not have furnished itself with a suitable book-case, or 
desk, for the safe-keeping of the dictionary; and the school 
committee, in making application therefor to the Board of 
Education, shall certify that each district, for which a diction- 
ary is requested, has complied with this requisition. 

Resolved. So much of the resolve of the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, as appropriated to every 
school district in the Commonwealth fifteen dollars, “to be 
expended for books, for a school district library,” is hereby 
repealed. 

Resolved. ‘These resolves shall not take effect until the 
first day of August next. [Approved, May 2, 1850. 





Normau Scuoots, &c. 
14. Additional Grant to Normal Schools. 


Resolved, That the sum of one thousand dollars be appro- 
priated for the support of the State Normal Schools, under 
the direction of the Board of Education, which, together with 
the sums appropriated for that object by former resolves, viz., 
the eighty-second chapter of the resolves of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, and the eighty-ninth 
chapter of the resolves of the year one thousand eight hun- - 
dred and forty-nine, shall be in full therefor to the first day of 
January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three ; the said sum to be deducted from the proceeds of sales 
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of the public lands, or the school fund, according to the pro- 
visions of the act of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six, chapter two hundred and nineteen, entitled “an act 
to designate the fund for the payment of the salary of the 
land agent, and of appropriations for educational purposes ;” 
and his excelleney the governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the council, is authorized to draw his warrant ac- 
cordingly. [Approved, March 5, 1850. 





15. Providing for Meteorological Observations. 


Resolved, That his excellency the governor be authorized 
and requested to fix upon suitable stations, not exceeding 
twelve in number, in which shall be included the three Nor- 
mal Schools and the three colleges in this Commonwealth, 
where shall be deposited the instruments necessary for mak- 
ing systematic observations in meteorology, according to the 
plan recommended by the Smithsonian Institute, at an ex- 
pense not exceeding one hundred dollars for each station, to 
be defrayed from the school fund, and that-he be authorized 
to draw his warrant therefor accordingly. [Approved, March 
25, 1850. 





16. Concerning a proposed Agricultural School. 


Resolved, That his excellency the governor, with the advice 
of the council, be requested and empowered to appoint a 
board of five commissioners, who shall consider the expedi- 
ency of establishing agricultural schools or colleges, and also 
of furnishing aid to any existing academy or college, for the 
instruction of such pupils as may wish to attend such an in- 
stitution, in all those branches of agricultural knowledge 
necessary for the advancement of the interests of agriculture 
in this State. 

Resolved, That the said commissioners, if, in their opinion, 
it is expedient to establish such agricultural school or college, 
shall be directed to procure plans and egtimates for the build- 
ings, necessary for such an institution, and to propose and 
mature a system for the government thereof, with the reqnisite 
studies to be pursued at the same, and to ascertain what laws 
and regulations would be necessary and proper to put the 
same into successful operation. 

Resolved, That the said commissioners be directed to con- 
sider the expediency of establishing an agricultural and sta- 
tistical department in our State government, that shall main- 
tain a similar relation to the interests of agriculture, and other 
industrial pursuits, that the Board of Education does to our 
system of common school instruction; what appropriations, 
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if any, may be necessary, on the part of the Commonwealth, 
to secure instruction in this science, in our medical and other 
colleges, and Normal schools; whether any further aid should 
be granted to local agricultural and horticultural societies; 
whether instruction in agriculture can properly be introduced 
into the common schools; and by what other and proper 
means, this branch of industry, so important to the Common- 
wealth, and so intimately connected with the welfare of the 
people, may best be promoted. 

4. Resolved, That the said commissioners report the result 
of their deliberations to his excellency the governor, in season 
to be communicated to the Legislature at the commencement 
of their next session. And the said commissioners shall pre- 
sent all their accounts to the governor and council, to be by 
them audited and allowed, as they may deem just. 

5. Resolved, That the said commissioners consider the ex- 
pediency of appropriating the property of the Commonwealth 
in lands, in the State of Maine, or any other available re- 
sources, to the general purposes of education, including in- 
struction in agriculture, and to the support of charitable insti- 
tutions. [Approved, May 3, 1880. 





THE NEW ACTS AND RESOLVES. 


We have much to say in regard to several of the new laws 
and resolves on the subject of Education, but the limits of 
this number will permit us only to notice them briefly. 

The Act requiring Physiology and the Laws of Health to 
be understood and taught by the instructors of our Common 
Schools might be entitled, “ An act for the preservation of 
our children.” We have annually had acts and resolves for 
preservation of alewives and other little fish, and for the pro- 
tection of robins and otherlittle birds, but this seems to be 
the first legislative act for the protection and preservation of 
little boys and girls. No fact is more striking than that gen- 
eration after generation has been educated,—if we may pros 
titute this noble word by such an application,—without any 
regard to that knowledge, which seems to be the basis of all 
other knowledge, the knowledge of themselves. Our children, 
as they have succeeded each other, have been taught lan- 
guage, without any reference to the structure of the vocal 
organs or the laws by which they should be used, improved 
and preserved. They have been taught botany, and even 
vegetable physiology, without any reference to the laws which 
regulate their own growth and health, and physical well-be- 
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TO SCHOOL COMMITTEES, TEACHERS, AND 
FRIENDS OF IMPROVED MEANS AND 
FORMS OF EDUCATION. 


The following Notices and ADVERTISEMENTS are respect- 
fully offered, in the hope that they will suggest hints or infor- 


mation that may be useful to the Schools. 





The Editor of this Journal has published the following 


IMPORTANT SCHOOL APPARATUS. 


A SERIES OF OUTLINE MAPS, The plainest, 
cheapest, best for Common Schools. 

A GRAND MAP OF MASSACHUSETTS, Larger 
and more distinct than that published by the Legislature. 

A SERIES OF PHYSIOLOGICAL DIAGRAMS, 


Cheaper, larger, bolder, better for School use, than any that 
have yet appeared. 


[For Particulars; see subsequent pages.] 
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FOWLE’S SET OF OUTLINE MAPS, 


a wd 





This popular Series consists of Eight Maps, viz: 


1. The Eastern Hemisphere, 5. The United States, 
2. The Western Hemisphere, 6. Europe, 

3. North America, 7. Asia, 

4. South America, 8. Africa. 


In preparing this Series, the Author was guided by his 
long experience in the use of Outline Maps, and by his ex- 
tensive acquaintance with the wants of our Common Schools. 
He believes that, 

The Geographical Text Books in use contain much that is 
useless to children; much that, if understood, can not be re- 
membered : 

Most Teachers omit much of every text book as unneces- 
sary, or improper: 

The Maps in School Atlases are too crowded to give a dis- 
tinct idea to the eye of the pupil : 

Even the Outline Maps hitherto published, contain too 
much for the use of children : 

The Series here proposed, goes as far as children can go 
profitably in our Common Schools, and, if followed, will se- 
cure the essentials of geographical knowledge, and check the 
propensity to dabble in such particulars as adults would never 
think of charging their memory with. 

Fowle’s Series, is earefully and boldly drawn, the whole 
surface of every country, and not merely the outline, is beau- 
tifully and carefully colored; each Map is on cloth, neatly 
edged, with suspension rings, and the retail priee of the whole 
Series, including a Key, is only $4. 

The Key is a complete Geography, and contains Miniature 
Maps, corresponding with the great ones, and no other geog: 
raphy will be needed, if each child has this Key, the price of 
which, by the dozen, is only $1.50. 
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The Author believes that it is unnecessary to say a word 
to any intelligent Committee on the superior advantages of 
Outline Maps over the old method ; he should as soon think 
of attempting to prove the superiority of a steamboat to a 
clumsy, unwieldy, time-wasting Chinese Junk. 


The Committee of the Legislature on the subject of Edu- 
cation, when required, at the late session, to consider the 
propriety of giving a set of Outline Maps to every District, 
reported as follows. 


“Outline Maps are. already, to a considerable extent, 
known and appreciated, and, in some measure, introduced 
into the public schools, and, your Committee trust, will soon 
be universally so, as they are valuable aids in teaching 
Geography, and ought to be regarded as indispensable in 
every school in the State; but, aware that, by a law of the 
last session of the Legislature, each District has the power to 
tax itself for all necessary school apparatus, including,. of 
course, Outline Maps, your Committee believe that the 
School Districts have only to understand the powers conferred 
upon them by that law, to insure such action on their part as 
will furnish themselves at an almost -inappreciable expense, 
with these necessary helps in the education of their children.” 


In relation to particular Maps, the same Committee say, 
“ The first Series presented was that of Mr. Fowle. These 
were eight in number, of convenient size (about thirty inches 
square); drawn with great accuracy and a bold outline; 
highly and carefully colored.” 

The Committee speak also of other Sets, larger, and rather 
calculated to catch the eye; but their price is much greater, 
though they are less suitable for practical use in Common 
Schools. They were made before this Series, and this was 
made-expressly to remedy their defects, and reduce the ex- 
pense, so that Districts would be ashamed to be any longer 
destitute of them, it being very unprofitable work to shovel 
snow with an iron spoon, and unnecessary to do it with a 
golden shovel, when an iron one is preferable on every ac- 
count, 
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FOWLE’S GRAND OUTLINE MAP OF MAS. 
SACHUSETTS. 


Nothing like this Map has been attempted for any other 
State. It measures about 74 feet by 54, every town’s bound- 
aries are marked, and the surface of every town separately 
colored. The Committee of the Legislature say of this Map, 

“ Fowle’s Outline Map of Massachusetts is said to be the 
largest ever made of the State. It is a very beautiful Map, 
and well adapted to the purpose for which it was made, and 
in those Schools where a place upon the walls large enough 
to exhibit the Map can be found, it will, doubtless, be a most 
valuable acquisition for teaching the Geography of Massa- 
chusetts.” 

The Committee might have added, “and where the school- 
room is not large enough to admit such a Map, it is high time 
the school-room was enlarged.” But no very large room is 
needed, the Map being well mounted, so that it may be rolled 
up when notin use. The Committee of a former Legisla- 
ture when required to consider the expediency of giving a 
copy of “the Map published by the Legislature” to every 
District, reported that it was inexpedient; but they considered 
it going beyond their commission to give the true reason for 
their decision, which was, that Fowle’s Map was better cal- 
culated for schools, and would cost the State less than their 
own. 

It is a curious but mortifying circumstance, that our chil- 
dren at school learn less about Massachusetts than about re- 
mote countries. The text books say little or nothing about 
this State, and yet the Committees take no measures to cor- 
rect such an obvious defect. This Map is provided with a 
Key which contains a description of every town, and has re- 
duced maps of every County corresponding to the great Map. 
The retail price of the Map and the Key is only $5. 


KS AN OFFER._£} 


Any Committee that will supply all the Schools of a town 
with, Fowle’s Outline Series of eight Maps, and his great 
Map of Massachusetts, and will send him the cash for them, 
shall have them all at $8. To any town so purchasing, that 
will pay his travelling expenses, if any arise, the Author will 
deliver a Lecture on the “ Best Method of Teaching Geogra- 
phy with the aid of Outline Maps.” 
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FOWLE’S NEW PHYSIOLOGICAL DIAGRAMS. 


These new Diagrams are eight in number, and are on a 
larger scale than any hitherto published, in order to be to 
Physiology what the Author’s Outline Maps are to Geogra- 
phy. The Series embraces 


1. The Sxuut and Cuest. 
2. The Penvis and Vicrnrry. 
3. The Lower Extremities. 
These three are so drawn that they can be mounted as one Plate, and then 


they form a complete Skeleton six feet and a half in height, every bone 
of the body being distinctly represented. 


4. The Heart and IJ.vnes, on a grand scale to show the 
Circulation and Respiration. 

3. The Sromacn and AspominaL Viscera, to show the 
Digestive System. 

6. The Brain, to show the Nervous System. 

7. The Eye and Ear, to explain their Structure. 

8. The Teeru, Vocat Orcans, DiapHracm, Skin, &c., &e. 


The object of the Diagrams is not to make professional 
men and women of the pupils, but to furnish such an outline 
of the Human Frame as will enable the teacher to give that 
instruction which is absolutely necessary to every son and 
daughter of Adam. The lower animals are guided by in- 
stinct, and rarely do any unphysiological act; but man, with- 
out a knowledge of his frame, is worse off than the brute, for 
he is not under the guardianship of instinct, and is surround- 
ed with temptations to excess, and exposed to a thousand 
accidents. 

At the last session of the Massachusetts Legislature, a law 
was passed requiring Physiology to be added to the studies 
required by law in Common Schools, and this Series of Dia- 
grams is prepared to meet this salutary law. ‘The Drawings 
are entirely new, and more bold and distinct than any others. 
A Key accompanies the Diagrams, and this will be sufficient 
for a School without any other text book. The price of the 
Diagrams and Key, on cloth, and colored, will not exceed $9. 

>" ANOTHER OFFER._<}] 

Any Committee that will furnish the Schools of a town 
with Fowle’s Outline Series, his great Map of Massachusetts, 
and his Physlological Diagrams, shall have the whole for $12 
aset. Orders should be directed to Wm. B. Fowle, at West 
Newton, Mass., or to his Agents, Fitz & Hobbs, No. 120 
Washington Street, Boston. 
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COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL. 


. 

This handbook for the practical teacher continues to be 
published once a fortnight, and to advocate the cause of 
teachers, of education, and of sound morals. The current 
volume is the second of a new series, under the editorial care 
of William B. Fowle. The ten previous volumes were edited 
by the Hon. Horace Mann. Teachers must remember that, 
in subscribing for the Journal, they are employing an agent 
to plead their cause and assert their rights, while, at the same 
time, it endeavors to keep them acquainted with the progress 
of education in all its departments. : 

Nantucket, Beverly and New Bedford are the only towns 
in Massachusetts that furnish their teachers with the Journal. 
New Orleans has liberally supplied its numerous teachers for 
many years. Bangor, in Maine, has long done the same. 
Will not other cities and towns “ go and do likewise ?” 


-The following document will show the estimation in which 
the volumes of this Journal are held by an intelligent Com- 
mittee of the Legislature. 


House or RepresentaTives, Marcu 8, 1849. 


* The Committee on Education, to whom was referred an order of the 
Honse, of February 26th, 1849, in reference to the expediency of provid- 
ing by law, for the custody and preservation of the Annual Reports of 
the Board of Education, Abstracts of School Committee reports, and 
such other public documents as the Secretary of the Commonwealth may 
be required to distribute to the several cities and towns, have considered 
the same, and 


“ REPORT, 


“ There is reason to believe that the documents comprised, 
or referred to, in the above order of the House, have been lost 
in many of the towns, and can be found, in a complete series, 
in but very few, if any of them; they are all contained in the 
volumes of the Common School Journal, together with a 
complete history of our school system, all the laws that are in 
force relating to it, and much other matter of great value to 
teachers, and school committees. If at any time, it should be 
the pleasure of the Legislature, every school district in the 
Commonwealth might, from this source, at a reasonable ex- 
pense, be re-supplied with the documents which have been 
so unfortunately scattered and lost. But, as the order, under 
which the Committee acts, refers only to their future custody 
and preservation, they confine themselves to the’ following 
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Bill, which they commend to the favorable consideration of 
the Legislature. [Here followed a Bill to preserve future 
Reports. } For the Committee, 


“ CHartes W. Upuam, Chairman.” 


The Editor of the Jourral respectfully informs the Com- 
mittees of the several towns that he can supply a limited 
number of complete sets of the Journal, which he continues 
to sell at the subscription price of $1 a volume, in sheets; or 
at $1 25, bound. It is difficult to conjecture how the duty 
of a School Committee man can be faithfully and intelligently 
performed without access to these volumes, which are not 
owned by five towns in the State, and which will soon be 
beyond the reach of purchasers at any price. 

Any Committee that supplies its teachers with the Journal, 
besides the benefit that will arise from keeping them acquaint- 
ed with the newest improvements in education, will be al- 
lowed six copies for the price of five, or in that proportion if 
more than six are taken. 


THE TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE. 


This familiar treatise on education was published by Wm. 
B. Fowle, the Editor of the Common School Journal, after 
he had conducted a large number of Teachers’ Institutes in 
various States of the Union, and had become well acquainted 
with the wants of young teachers and of our district schools. 

The work contains many subjects for the consideration of 
School Committees as well as teachers, and should Ve in 
every District School Library. Directions in Reading, Writing, 
Geography, English Grammar, Composition, Arithmetic, 
Discipline, Opening and Closing School, &c., &c., are given, 
and many important reforms are proposed, by which the use- 
fulness of our common schools may be greatly increased. 
The book is not a large or expensive one, and may be had of 
the publishers of the Common School Journal. 
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PHILLIPS, SAMPSON & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 


110 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, 
HAVE RECENTLY PUBLISHED 


THE BEST POULTRY BOOK EXTANT. 


7000 copies SOLD SINCE MARCH 20TH. 


—_—e~ 


The Poultry Book, and Fowl Breeder's Guide, 


Being a Treatise on the Breeding, Raising, and general 
management of Domestic Fowls, with numerous original de- 
scriptions and portraits from life, by John C. Bennet, M. D. 
This work will be found to contain more practical and useful 
matter in regard to Fowl Breeding, than is contained in all 
other American works together. It is illustrated with nearly 
fifty portraits of the most choice varieties of American and 
Foreign Fowls, some forty of which are from life, from draw- 
ings taken especially for this work, of the most important 
breeds, and several of them from fowls very recently imported. 
The publishers have spared no expense in getting up this 
work. ‘The portraits of the fowls are taken from life, having 
been drawn and engraved by the first artists. Printed on fine 
paper, one handsome volume, duodecimo. Price 75 cents. 

Representative Men. By Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
Complete in one vol.,12mo. Price $1. 

Philo, an Evangeliad. By the author of “ Margaret.” 
A tale of the Real and Ideal. 12mo. Price 88 cents. 

Life and Religion of Mohammed. Translated from 
the Persian by Rev. J. L. Merrick, eleven years a missionary 
among the Persians. Price $1 50. 

Noble Deeds of Woman; or Examples of Female 
awe and Virtue. By Elizabeth Starting. 12mo. Cloth, 
gilt, $1. | 

Proverbial Philosophy. A book of thoughts and ar- 
guments, originally treated. By Martin Farquhar Tupper. 
First and second series complete in one vol., 12mo., with a 
fine portrait of the author, and bound in various styles. 

The Mechanic’s Text Book and Engineer’s Practical 
Guide. Compiled and arranged by Thomas Kent, of the 
Gloucester City Machine Company. Complete in one vol. 
12mo. To the careful mechanic the above will be found 
a work of invaluable daily reference. Price $1. 





The Common School Journal Extra. g 


The Young Lady’s Offering ; or Gems of Prose and 
Poetry. By Mrs. L. H. Sigourney, and others. Illustrated 
with four steel engravings. Price $1. 

The Young Man’s Offering. Comprising Prose and 
Poetical Writings of the most eminent authors. Price $1. 

Advice to Young Men, on their Duties and Conduct 
in Life. By T.S. Arthur. Price 75 cents. 

Advice to Young Ladies, on their Duties and Con- 
duct in Life. By T. 8. Arthur. Price 75 cents. 

Complete Library of Natural History. Illustrated 
with 400 Engravings. This work was carefully compiled by 
A. A. Gould, M. A., from the works of Cuvier, Griffith, Rich- 
ardson, Geoffrey, Lacepede, Buffon, Goldsmith, Shaw, Mon- 
tague, Wilson, Lewis and Clark, Audubon, and other emi- 
nent writers on Natural History. It is all comprised in one 
volume of about 1000 pages, handsomely bound, and is in 


itself, as its title indicates, a complete library on this subject. 
Price 82 50. , 


LIBRARY EDITION OF STANDARD POETICAL WORKS, BOUND 
IN UNIFORM STYLE OF MUSLIN, GILT. 


Tupper’s Poetical Works, 1 vol., 12mo., with Portrait. 
“cc 


Cowper’s Poetical Works, “ . . 
Pope’s Poetical Works, “ . “ 
Byron’s Poetical Works, “ . . 
Moore’s Poetical Works, “ 4 $6 
Burns’s Poetical Works, “ ss os 
Scott’s Poetical Works, a e « 
Hemans’s Poetical Works, “ ed “ 
Milton and Young’s Works, “ « « 


Wordsworth’s Poetical Wks, “ a“ 6 
Kirk White’s Poetical 
Works and Remains, a “ a 
Campbell’s Poetical Works, “ « “ 
Croly’s Beauties of British Poets, } vol., 6 illustrations. 
Howitt, Cook and Landon’s Poetical Works, 1 vol., 12mo. ° 
Poems of Ossian, 1 vol., 12mo., 10: illustrations. 
Thomson and Pollok, 1 vol.,12mo. Portrait. 
Life, Gems, and Beauties of Shakspeare, 1 vol., 12mo. 


The above Poetical Works are uniform in size and bind- 
img, and are sold separately or together. Their size and style 


considered, they are the cheapest library editions.of the same — 


authors before the American Public. Price, $1 each. 
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STANDARD HISTORICAL WORKS, 
BOSTON LIBRARY EDITIONS, 


PUBLISHED BY 


PHILLIPS, SAMPSON & CO., 
No. 110 Washington St. Boston. 


In Duodecimo Size, Fine Black Cloth and Leather Binding. 





FIRST. 


Hume's History of England. From the invasion of 
Julius Cesar to the Abdication of James the Second, 1688. 
A new edition, with the Author’s last corrections and im- 
provements. ‘T'o which is prefixed a short account of his 
Life, written by himself. Also, a complete Index to the 
whole Work, arranged expressly for this Edition. Complete 
in six volumes, with a Portrait. 


SECOND. 


Macaulay’s History of England. From the Acces- 
sion of James the Second: two volumes, with a Portrait: 
being a continuation of Hume’s History, and, when com- 
pleted, will be recognized as the standard English History for 


all future reference. 
THIRD. 


Gibbon’s History of the Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire. With Notes, By Rev. H. H. Milman, Rector 


‘of St. Margaret’s, Westminster: an entire new edition, from 


the last London edition; to which is added, a complete In- 
dex to the whole Work, arranged expressly for this Edition. 
To be completed in six volumes, with a Portrait. Volumes 
I. and II. are now ready. 

P. 8. & Co., would respectfully inform the Public and the 
Book Trade, that the above series of Historical Works, 
known as the Boston Library Editions, were originally pro- 
jected by them, and sold at prices within the means of the 
whole mass of the reading community. For uniformity of 
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style, and durability of binding, -—- of paper and printing, 
they are the cheapest books ever offered to the American 
public. 


P.S.& CO., HAVE RECENTLY PUBLISHED, 


Lamartine’s History of the French Revolution of 
1848. Translated from the French, by F. A. Durivage, and 
W. S. Chase. Complete in one volume, with a Portrait. 
Uniform in Size, style and binding, with Hume, Macaulay, 
and Gibbon’s Histories. 


Boston Illustrated Shakspeare. A new and elegant 
Illustrated Edition of the Dramatic Works of Shakspeare : 
now publishing in numbers at 25 cents each. This elegant 
edition of Shakspeare’s Works is now being issued in num- 
bers, once in two weeks, each number containing a play com- 
plete, with a splendid steel engraving of its heroine, executed 
in the highest style of art. The letter-press will be printed in 
large Pica type, and worked on the finest calendered paper. 
When complete it will embrace nearly FORTY MAG- 
NIFICENT STEEL ENGRAVINGS, and in every re- 
spect, will be altogether the most elegant edition of the works 
of the great dramatist ever published. 


VALUABLE AGRICULTURAL WORK. 


European Agriculture and Rural Economy for Far- 
mers and Agriculturists. From personal observations, by 
Henry Colman, late Commissioner of Agriculture in Massa- 
chusetts, containing Observations on Paring, Burning, Drain- 
age and Improvements of Lands; Rules for Ploughing, Sub- 
soil Ploughing, Crops, Soils, Manures, Live Stock, Dairy, 
Husbandry, Markets, Farm Houses, Harvesting, Farming 
Implements, Application of Chemistfy to Agricultural Labor, 
Theory of Agriculture, Moral Considerations, Agricultural 
Education, &c., &c. In two volumes octavo, embellished 
with fifty-four fine engravings from steel plates and wood 
cuts, representing Farming Implements, Sheep, Cattle, Horses, 
&c., &c. 

The above work is considered indispensable to any person 
following agricultural pursuits, and should be in the hands of 
every “ Farmer” throughout the country. 
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SANBORN & CARTER, 


PORTLAND, MAINE, 
PUBLISH THE FOLLOWING VALUABLE SCHOOL BOOKS. 


TOWN’S SERIES OF READING BOOKS. 


This series consists of Four Parts, fitted for the different 
grades of readers. These books are neatly printed, well ar- 
ranged, and calculated to improve the minds and hearts of 
youth. They are strongly recommended by various mem- 
bers of the Board of Education of Maine, and by hosts of the 
best teachers in New England. 


WELD’S ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND PARSING BOOK. 


This popular Grammar claims to pursue a natural method 
of instruction, beginning at the letters, forming these into 
words, and then combining the words into every variety of 
sentences ; composition and analysis constantly going hand in 
hand. The Analyzing and Parsing Book is a useful com- 
panion to the Grammar. These works are extensively used, 
and very highly recommended. 


GREENLEAF’S ARITHMETICS. 


1. Mental Arithmetic, for beginners. 

2. Introduction to the National Arithmetic. 

3. The National Arithmetic, for advanced scholars. 

The great popularity of these Arithmetics is proved by the 
fact that they are in general use in the best schools of New 
England, including Normal Schools, and hundreds of Acad- 
emies and High Schools. Keys are prepared for Nos. 2 and 
3, for the convenience of teachers. 


WELD’S LATIN LESSONS ‘AND READER, 


This little work is a complement of Latin Grammars, being 
admirably calculated to give a practical effect to them, the 
rules being inculcated by a series of appropriate exercises for 
paper or blackboard. ; 


NORTHEND’S YOUNG COMPOSER, 


This help to young letter-writers will be found a useful aid 
and guide to teachers, 


HOLBROOK’S FIRST BOOK IN ARITHMETIC. 


This practical little work contains’ numerous engravings 
calculated to furnish’ materials for: calculation. As the work’ 
is intended to employ children, when they would otherwise 
be idle, some lessons in Drawing and Writing are introduced, 
it being easier to keep young pupils thus employed, than to 
—_ them still, if idle; at least so say the teachers who have 
tried it, 
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JENKS, PALMER & CO. 


SCHOOL BOOKS, 

Published by JENKS, PALMER, & CO., No. 131 
Washington Street, Boston, and for sale by Booksellers and 
Country Traders generally : ; 

Parley’s Histories. First Book.—Western Hemis- 
phere.—Newly stereotyped and brought down to the present 
time, with new engravings, &c.; Second Book—Eastern Hem- 
isphere brought down to a recent date, with new engravings, 
&ec.; Third Book—Ancient History, with new engravings. 

Worcester’s Dictionaries. Elementary—Adapted for 
Common Schools and Academies. Comprehensive—For 
do., and for general reference, recommended as combining 
advantages as a Pronouncing Dictionary, superior to all 
others—new editions, with important additions, enlarged. 

Worcester’s Readers. Primer, Second Book, Intro- 
duction to Third do.,; Third and Fourth Book, with Lessons 
in Enunciation, Articulation, Pronunciation, Emphasis, 
Pauses, &c., by Wm. Russell. 

Emerson’s Watts on the Mind, with corrections, 
questions and supplement. 

Emerson’s National Spelling Book ; Introduction to 
do. , 

Emerson’s Arithmetic. Part 1, containing easy les- 
sons for beginners; Part 2, lessons for all scholars; Part 3, 
higher operations; Key to parts 2 and 3; Questions to Part 3. 

Bailey’s Algebra, on the inductive plan for beginners ; 
Key to do. 

Goodrich’s History of the United States, adapted to 
the capacity of youth, brought down to 1850, and the Consti- 
tution of the United States added; Goodrich’s and Emerson’s 
Questions to do. 

Russell’s Lessons in Enunciation; Russell's Elocution. 

Webb's Little Songster; Webb’s Common School do. ; 
Frost’s Grammar; Bossut’s French Phrase Book ; Holbrook’s 
Geometry; Abbot’s Little Philosopher; Noyes’s Penman: 
ship; Blair’s Outlines of Chronology. 

School Committees, Teachers, &c., desirous: of examining 
any of the above, supplied without charge—their corresponds 
ence solicited—and where the books are desired for: use, lib- 
eral arrangements made for introduction or permanent supply 

In addition to the above, always. for sale at: satisfactory 
prices, a complete: assortment‘of Sehool, Music and Miseella- 
neous Books, Stationery, &c. | 
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WILKINS, OARTBB GS GOog 


WATER ST., BOSTON, PUBLISH 


WORCESTER’S LARGE DICTIONARY, 


Containing more than 100,000 words of which the pronun- 
ciation is given; this being a larger number of words in good 
use than is contained in any other dictionary of the English. 
Language, of whatever size. 

‘Teachers and School Committees who are about making 
choice of a dictionary for their schools, under the recent act 
of the Legislature, are respectfully invited to examine for 
themselves the merits of this Dictionary as compared with any 
other which may be presented. It is the most COMPREHENSIVE 
and accuraTE Dictionary of the English Language extant; 
and in this important sense the LARGEST DICTIONARY, 
although not upon the largest paper. 

Robert Chambers, of Edinburgh, Scotland, says of it, “ I 
have examined it with some care, and it is certainly the most 
comprehensive and concise of all the English dictionaries I 
am acquainted with.” The Presidents of nine-tenths of the 
Colleges in the Northern States, say, “ Its vocabulary is prob- 
ably more comprehensive than that of all preceding English 
dictionaries united.” Judge Bouvier, of Philadelphia, Author 
of Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, who has in his library probably 
as many dictionaries as any man in America, says, “ when I 
meet with an unfamiliar word, I am in the habit of looking 
for it in several dictionaries, and words which I fail to find in 
other dictionaries, I almost invariably find in Worcester, and 
what is more than all, I find them right.” It is a complete 
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, the accent and the quantity of the 
vowels being carefully marked throughout; and without this 
the correct pronunciation of a word can scarcely be distinctly 
and accurately given; as an example, the pronunciation of 
Plethora depends as much upon the quantity of the e, that is, 
whether it be long € or short é as upon the syllable which is 
accented. Besides this, with respect to words of various or 
disputed pronunciation, Dr. Worcester gives not only his own 
views, but quotes the authority of all the most eminent lexi- 
cographers, so that a person consulting his Dictionary is ena- 
bled to discover where the balance of authority lies. The 
word Phalanx, Protest, and many others on every page of the 
Dictionary will illustrate this. “The best standard of Pro- 
nunciation is Worcester’s Universal and Critical Dictionary.” 
—Hon. 8. G. Goodrich, Author of Peter Parley’s works, Pict. 
Geog., etc. “ Asa standard of Orthography and Pronuncia- 
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tion, it is in advance of all other works of its class. Its ex- 
hibition of the elementary sounds of the 4 y e surpasses 
even the masterly analysis of Smart."—W. H. Wells, Author 
of Wells’s Grammar. This Dictionary sanctions no arbitraty 
changes in Orthography, but in this respect is agreeable to 
the usage of the best writers of England and America at the 
present day ;—see the works of Bancroft, Prescott, Irving, 
Sparks, Bryant, Longfellow and others, all of whom follow 
this Dictionary. 

“ To teachers and students it commends itself by its com- 
parative completeness, its perfect fidelity in observing the au- 
thority of the best standards, and its exactness in detail. Its 
style both in Orthography and Orthoepy, conforms strictLy 
TO ACTUAL LIVING USAGE.”— William Russell, Elocutionist ; 
Author of Russell’s Readers, etc. 


Hon. Horace Mann when asked by a pupil entering a 
Normal School, what books should be taken, replied, “ 'The 
Bible and Worcester’s Dictionary.” The publishers deem it 
proper to offer mainly the testimony of eminent scholars, 
whose opinions must have weight with all; but they have 
also the testimony and the practice of eminent statesmen, 
and of the great body of the people of the United Siates. 
The school books of Swan, Russell, Fowle, Worcester, Em- 
erson, Greenleaf, Goodrich, Parker, Tower, and most others, 
used in Massachusetts, conform to this dictionary. 

Worcester’s Dictionary has been adopted as the standard 
by the Free Academy of the City of New York, and is re- 
commended for adoption by the Ward School Committees 
of that city. 


Boston School Board, March, 1848. 
“ Ordered,—That a copy of Worcester’s large Dictionary 
be furnished to each department of the Schools, to be kept as 


a book of reference. Attest, 
S. F. McCLEARY, Secretary.” 


“ I cheerfully recommend the work to Teachers, and other 
friends of Education in general.” 
TOWNSEND HARRIS, 
Pres. Board of Education, N. Y. City. 


“ T know of no author who has so uniformly exhibited so 
much good taste and accurate discrimination, in respect to all 
the departments of lexicography as Mr. Worcester. His book 
is truly a splendid production.” D. 8S. ROWE, 

Prin. Mass. State Normal School, Westfield. 
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“ Worcester’s Dictionary is beyond question the best ex- 
tant. It is so regarded by the majority of Scholars in New 
England, and cannot but be so pronounced by every compe- 
tent critic who will undertake a careful and candid compari- 
son.’”— Rochester American, May, 1849. 


We confidently recommend it as containing an ample and — 
careful view of the present state of our language.” 


Signed by 
| JARED SPARKS, LL. D. BENJAMIN HALE, DD. 
Me MOSES STUART, D. D. Hon. THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D. 


Hon. D.L. SWAIN,LL.D. Rt. Rev. A. POTTER, D.D. LL. D. 
: EDWARDS A. PARK,D.D. Hon. LEVI WOODBURY, LL. D. 
i LEONARD WOODS, Jr. D. D. Hon. SIDNEY WILLARD, A. M. 

a: N. LORD, D. D. ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M. D. 

ait E. HITCHCOCK, D.D. LL. D. FRANCIS BOWEN, A. M. 

i Hon. JOHN McLEAN, LL. D. CHARLES FOLSOM, A. M. 

ple MARK HOPKINS, D. D. HECTOR HUMPHREY, D. D. 

E. T.CHANNING. LL.D. | JOHN WHEELER, D.D. 
H. W. LONGFELLOW, A.M. 





FITTZ & HOBBS, 
SDOKSELLERS AND PUBLISHERS, 
120 Washington Street, Boston, 


WILL HENCEFORTH PUBLISH THE 


COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL, 
And be General Agents for the sale of 
FOWLE’S 
' OUTLINE MAPS, GREAT OUTLINE MAP OF 


4 MASSACHUSETTS, PHYSIOLOGICAL 
' DIAGRAMS, &c., &e. 
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ing. The mind, it is true, has been constantly employed 
upon every object but itself, and that bodily frame, on which, 
in this stage of our being, its action, and its very manifesta- 
tions depends. No ignorance, probably, is so general as that 
of human physiology, and the evidence of this ignorance may 
be seen wherever we turn our eyes. One half of all who are 
born, it is said, die before reaching the age of five years, and 
why this terrible destruction? Can it be the will of God that 
so large a portion of his noblest work should perish without 
accomplishing any thing for which this stage of being is in- 
tended. The lower animals, without the intelligence of which 
we boast, know no such destruction from disease. They eat 
each other, but they seldom die young of any disease. A 
sound mind in a sound body is not a prerequisite to matri- 
mony, and never has been. Money, whim, expediency, am- 
bition, lust, nay, honorable love, if you please, and similar 
motives have guided unsuitable parties in the selection of 
each other, and the improvement of the race, or the physical 
condition of offspring, has been about the last consideration 
that has entered into the marriage contract. The union of 
persons of weak minds or weak bodies, with depraved pro- 
pensities, or inheritable diseases, is so common, that the enor- 
mity of the offence is not considered, and, probably, not one 
parent in a thousand, of those who follow their infants, one 
after another, to the grave, or who introduce them to a some- 
what prolonged life of feeble health, or of acute suffering, éver 
thinks of the monstrous act of injustice and cruelty which he 
has perpetrated. 

We think it would be easy to prove that, in physical or- 
ganization, every successive generation amongst us is deteri- 
orating, and, if this is true of the body, it is true of the mind 
also. But, if this position be disputed, we think no one will 
deny that, with proper care in the selection of partners, and 
in the physical education of the young, the race might be 
greatly improved, and in time be made as much superior to 
what it is, as it is now, in its best specimens, superior to the 
Bushmen or Hottentots. 

It is to be regretted that our degenerate condition is sup- 
posed to unfit us for that effective legislation, which alone, we 
fear, is adequate to produce the desired reform. The teachers 
are required to be examined in physiology and hygiéne, and 
no standard is given; no competent tribunal for the examina- 
tion provided. Of course, a teacher, who should be rejected 
by one Committee well acquainted with the subject, would 
find no difficulty in obtaining employment of another Com- 
mittee, educated as the last generation has been, and too busy 
to qualify themselves, though required by law to examine 
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into the qualifications of teachers. Whether teachers, so few 
of whom consider teaching a permanent employment, will, 
without some encouragement, take the trouble to study phys- 
iology, may be reasonably doubted, but still there can be no 
doubt that the act of the legislature will not be entirely use- 
less; it will call the attention of parents to the subject, though 
it may never enable the schools to do what depends as much 
upon parents at home, as upon teachers at school. 

It will be said, nay, it has been said, that “ there is no room 
for more studies, and too much already is attempted in the 
schools.” Unless we have more competent teachers, there 
can be no doubt that too many things are attempted, but it 
seems to us the true course will be, not to exclude the most 
essential branches, physiology and morals, but to make room 
for them by the exclusion of something else less important. 
We have heard a teacher declare that he had no time to give 
religious instruction to a school of young females, and yet 
they were spending an hour every day upon Algebra and 
Geometry. English Grammar, as it is usually taught, in 
matter as well as manner, may rather be dispensed with. ‘The 
time devoted to Arithmetic may be profitably curtailed, for it 
really seems that, by exclusive attention to this, and by the 
neglect of that moral and religious instruction which bears 
on conduct and character, we have shown our faith in the 
declaration of Jesus, that we can not serve both God and 
mammon, and so have served only the latter. 

The examination of teachers in this new science is peremp- 
tory, but the introduction of the study into the Common 
Schools is left somewhat to the discretion of the Committee. 
Perhaps this is as it should be. If the teacher thoroughly 
understands the subject, and knows how to ventilate and 
warm the school room, how to direct the position of the pu- 
pils at their studies, and how to select and direct their exer- 
cises in recess ; if he knows how to prevent or cure deformi- 
ties and infirmities which have their origin in the school 
room, he will hardly need any set time for instruction; a 
word, when it is needed, to each child, a general direction to 
all of them as occasion requires, will make a deeper impres- 
sion than a set lesson committed to memory, or a whole book 
gone through without any application of its principles to 
impress them on the young mind. ‘The oral instruction that 
is needed should be given by the conipetent teacher when- 
ever he has opportunity, and his eye should be always ob- 
servant of the positions and motions of every child. 

But many teachers will not do this, they will not study 
physiology unless they are compelled to teach it, and they 
will not know what advice, what warning, what instruction 
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to give, unless a set time is provided for the lesson, and a set 
lesson given. Books, therefore, and drawings will be needed, 
and in accordance with what we believe to be the wants of 
the teachers and the schools, we have provided a series of 
Eight accurate and very cheap Diacrams, with a Kry con- 
taining a familiar description of the human frame. For fur- 
ther particulars, see the advertising sheet of this Journal. 


HIGH SCHOOLS. 


It is somewhat difficult to understand the meaning of the 
Law that we have numbered 4. It seems to propose a sub- 
stitute for the High School hitherto required to be maintained 
by towns having 500 families or 4000 inhabitants, but, if we 
understand it, it only proposes to substitute two or more High 
Schools whose aggregate terms shall be one year, and to lo- 
cate these in different parts of the town, that is, in different 
districts. These cannot be district schools for they are not to 
be under the control of districts, and are to be “ for the benefit 
of all the inhabitants.” It may seem to establish a sort of 
English High Schools in which Greek and Latin are not 
taught, but, as no towns affected by this new law are men- 
tioned, except those having 4000 inhabitants, (those named 
in Chapter 23, Section 5,) and these are required to teach 
Latin and Greek, the plain English of the Law is, 

1. That towns (not cities!) of 8000 inhabitants must go by 
the old law, and have no concern in the provisions of the 
new. 

2. Towns having less than 8000 inhabitants, instead of 
maintaining one High School, one year, in one place, may 
have two or more, for shorter terms, in different places. 

3. A District School cannot be used for a High School. 

A serious objection to the law is, that, if the towns act now, 
they act on the census of 1840, which is no guide. If we 
have mistaken the provisions of the new act, we shall feel 
obliged to any one who will set us right. We think the 
whole subject of High Schools and school classification 
needs revision, and we shall endeavor, on a future occasion, 
to show the grounds of this opinion. 


COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE OF TRUANTS. 


In several late numbers we have advocated the right of a 
community, which is taxed to support free schools for the 
security which knowledge affords to life, liberty and property, 
to compel all its,members, old and young, to be educated up 
to the means provided. We do not know how the provisions 
of the new law will work, so far as entering complaints and 
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enforcing penalties are concerned, but we think there is one 

fatal defect in the law, and this is that it does not require but 

i only authorizes the towns to adopt and execute it. We see 

f 

i) 








no objection to making it the duty of the overseers of the 
poor who already have similar duties to perform, to attend to 
the matter of complaint, and the constables or police officers 
to attend to the execution of the penalty imposed by the mag- 
istrates. We assert, as we have done before, that the enforce- 
i ment of a salutary law should not be left to the discretion 
ni: (prostituted word!) of any portion of the community, and no 
it one town, by the neglect of its provisions, has any right to 

; manufacture rogues and paupers for the more virtuous and 
‘ui public spirited portions to punish or support. We believe, 
He however, that the great source of all truancy is incompetent 
; teachers. Let the school be what it should be and no child 
iia will run away from it. 





SCHOOL MISSIONARIES. 


The law appointing two or more suitable agents to visit 
the towns and districts was first proposed by us, we believe, 
about three or four years ago. ‘The whole success of the 
plan, under the present law, depends upon the word suitable. 
If by this is understood a man, who, however learned, has 
not long, and lately, too, been a practical teacher on the most 
improved plans; a man, who is unacquainted with the history 
and practical operation of our public school system; a man 
who knows not how to join practice to theory; one who 
speaks not from personal experience, and who is not only in- 
competent to advise and direct a district or town in every 
matter pertaining to the schools, but unqualified to go into 
the schools, and show how the discipline should be enforced, 
and the instruction given; if such a man is understood by 
the word suitable, the law will be a nullity, the expenditure 
vain. We have had lecturing enough on the theory, the ne- 
cessity, and the advantages of education; all we want is im- 
proved teachers, and these must be taught the details of their 
business in the school room. We have not heard any mission- 
| ary named, and only express our views because there is a 
, tendency in the times to employ mere lecturers, or young and 
inexperienced persons to instruct our district teachers. 





EXPENSES OF TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 


i We know not why it has been thought necessary to in- 
crease the sum appropriated for the support of these useful 
meetings ; surely not because more or better teachers are 
employed now than when the appropriation was amply suaffi- 
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cient. As far as our observation has reached, most of the 
teaching, if not the whole of it, of late, has been performed by 
assistant teachers of the Normal Schools, already under 
pay. But, perhaps, the additional appropriation is asked in 
anticipation of future improvements. Let us hope for the 
best, and not refuse to believe in the truthfulness of a mys- 
tery, because we do not understand it. 


THE DICTIONARY GRANT. 


There can be as little doubt of the-necessity of a good ref- 
erence Dictionary in every district school, as there is of the 
great superiority of Worcester’s over Webster’s, in every re- 
spect, for this particular purpose. Of this the Committee on 
Education of the Legislature seem to have been aware when 
they gave the districts the choice between Worcester, which 
is. only half the size of Webster, and costs the state but two 
dollars, and Webster, which costs it four. The committee 
intended undoubtedly to make the gifts equal, and by their 
estimate declared one pound of Worcester to be worth two 
of Webster. It may be a question, whether it was fair in the 
committee thus indirectly to show their preference, but so 
itis. It is devoutly to be hoped that the School Committees 
will see the true interests of the schools too clearly to be 
misled by the apparent bribe offered in the difference of price. 
The Dictionary of Worcester, measured by every other criteri- 
on than bulk, is the greatest, as it is the best. This Dictionary 
has long been the standard in Massachusetts, and the most 
excellent abridgment of it is in all our best schools. The 
Reading Books and Spelling Books and other school books 
most used are based upon Worcester’s Orthography. ‘The 
Pronunciation of all persons who are nice in this matter, is 
Worcester’s. The introduction of Webster would be the 
introduction of confusion,—the evil of conflicting authorities 
in a school being too serious to be inflicted uselessly upon a 
faithful teacher. We have not room to be more particular, 
but we are ready to defend and prove these assertions which 
are made after long experience in teaching English Orthog- 
raphy and Pronunciation, and much acquaiiitance with the 
condition of our Common Schools. We hope a word to 
the wise will be sufficient. 

But that part of this Resolution, which repeals the grant of 
fifteen dollars made in 1842 to every district, for the purchase 
of a school library, shows the narrowness of our legislation, 
and the impolicy of leaving the adoption of any improvement 
to the discretion of the people. The grant in question was 
made upon condition that the districts should raise an equal 
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sum ; and, of course, it was made to benefit the children, who 
attended the schools. More than a thousand of the districts, 
and some undistricted towns, the Metrroro.is among the rest, 
did not avail themselves of the grant, and the innocent chil- 
dren were thus punished for the misconduct of their parents, 
over whom they had no control. The New York Assembly 
was more wise and more just, and appropriated a larger sum, 
without any such condition, and the consequence was that 
every district had a library. 

At the late session of our Legislature, a similar mistake 
was made in regard to a similar matter. A member proposed 
that the State should give a set of Outline Maps to every dis- 
trict, and the Committee on Education reported that “the dis- 
tricts had authority to buy them and probably would do so 
as soon as they were aware of their great utility.” But the 
districts had long possessed the authority, and had not used 
it. We hope that, now the Legislature has abandoned the 
towns, the Committees will not abandon the children. It 
will be seen by the advertisement of our publisher that he is 
disposed in the matter of Outline Maps to meet them more 
than half way. 


NORMAL SCHOOLS. 


We know not whether the additional grant of a thousand 
dollars to these schools is to pay for extra assistants, while the 
regular ones are under pay at Teachers’ Institutes, or whether 
it is to enable the Board of Education to undo an act of in- 
justice committed by them, some time ago, when, having 
employed the teachers at a salary of $1500, they, unceremoni- 
ously, and without the knowledge or consent of the other 
party, cut the salary down to $1200. The grant to these 
schools was never liberal, and we shall pray that it may be 
doubled, when we believe that the schools are doing their 
proper work, and turning out nothing but conscientious, ca- 
pable, gentlemanly and ladylike teachers for our district 
schools. 





COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 
[Prof. Charles Brooks of Boston.] 


Again; a paternal and Christian legislature should pass 
the law of compulsion, requiring that every child shall receive 
some intellectual and moral culture. In the present state of 
our mixed population, this law is called for as our defence. 
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We have in the United States more than a million and a 
half of children, between the ages of four and sixteen, who 
are in no school, and who can neither read nor write! Do 
you ask, what are we going to do with them? This is not 
the question. ‘The question is, what are they going to do 
with us? We can disarm their animal ferocity only by the 
implantation of moral principle ; and this preventive process 
can be applied, in nineteen cases out of twenty, only during 
the period of youth. Is it not the duty of the legislature to 
see that it is applied? The law for compelling children to 
atend some school, whether their parents will or not, is a law 
of political economy and comprehensive love. The reasons 
for such a law are these :—Society has a right to defend itself 
against crime, against murder, arson, theft, etc. Now, I 
would ask whether, if society has a right to defend itself 
against crime, it has not an equal right to defend itself against 
the cause of crime, which is 16NorRaANcE? Has it a right to 
defend itself against an effect, and no right to defend itself 
against a cause? If you force a young man into prison, be- 
cause he is a thief, we call upon you to force him, while a 
boy, into a school-house, to prevent his becoming a thief. 
“ An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” More- 
over, every child should be instructed, because every one 
ought to be able to read the constitution and laws of his coun- 
try, and to judge of the candidates for public office ; but, 
above all, because every human being should be able to read 
the laws of God, and to obey that sacred injunction—“ search 
the Scriptures daily.” What apology can a Christian legis- 
lature make to God or to liberty, for allowing its population 
to grow up in ignorance? In the kingdom of Prussia, this 
law of compulsion has been in force ever since 1819; and in 
that kingdom there is not a human being who does not re- 
ceive education, intellectual and moral, sufficient for all the 
wants of common life. The law was violently opposed at 
first, but so benignant have been its effects, that now not a 
family in the realm would wish its repeal. It had been in 
operation but fourteen years, when pauperism and crime had 
diminished thirty-eight per cent. Ata time like the present, 
when legal inquiries have traced back adult crime to infantile 
neglect and puerile ignorance, when craft and outrage are 
round about us, like water round a diving-bell, and when 
these violations of justice and order are increasing in faster 
ratio than population or even wealth,—at such a time, when 
legislatures come together and debate for months how to pun- 
ish, have they no right to say a word about prevention? In 
the name of humanity I ask, if legislatures have a right to 
hang, and have no right to educate? Ought they not to wake 
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up and look sharply around them, to see how the sources of 
an evil torrent may best be dried up, where the strongest dam 
may be thrown across its impetuoys course, and into what 
side-channels its blind strength may be diverted ? 





In proportion as intelligence developes itself, it goes from 
knowledge to knowledge, from conclusion to conclusion, 
from light to light, from sentiment to sentiment, infinitely far- 
ther aid higher, in the idea of God. “It does not see him 
with the eyes of the body, because the Infinite is not visible 
through a narrow window of flesh, pierced in the frontal bone 
of an insect called man, but it sees Him with a thousand 
times more certainty, by the spirit, that immaterial eye of the 
soul, which nothing blinds.”— Lamariine. 





Hasrts or CuitpHoop.—The early habits of childhood 
should be guarded with the most assiduous care. It is too 
prevalent a mistake to suppose that no enduring habits are 
contraeted until several of the first years are passed. On the 
contrary, no careful observer can fail to be convinced that 
even the habits of infancy, exert a controlling influence ovet 
the after life — Orphans’ Adv. 





OUR PUBLISHER. 


Our subscribers will perceive, by the notice at the bottom 
of this page, that we have changed our Publisher, and they 
are respectfully requested to direct their remittances, subscrip- 
tions, &c., to Messrs. Fitz & Hobbs, No. 120, Washington 
Street, Boston. 

All exchanges, papers, pamphlets, &c., intended for the 
Ep1ror, should be directed to the “ Common School Journal, 
West Newton.” Any thing not sent by mail may be left at 
the Publishers’. 

All communications for the Journal should be addressed 
to William B. Fowle, Editor, West Newton. 








ee All Communications, Newspapers, and Periodicals, for the 
Journal, should be addressed to Wm. B. Fowle, Editor, West ewton. 


Tar Common Scxoon Journat is regularly published, semi-monthly, 
by Fitz & Hozss, 120 Washington street, Boston. {7 Price, One 
Dollar a year, payable in advance, or $1,25, if not paid before April 1. 











